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Never Abandon
Your Ship

I

I’dliketo shareanincident that happened
about two years ago that encouraged meto
writethisarticle. In October 2012, therewas
acyclonecaled Nilamthat ravaged thecities
of Chennai, in Tamil Nadu, thecoastal areas
of AndhraPradesh in Indiaand some parts
of Sri Lanka. The storm becamefierceand
wasmoving towardstheland. Whenit was
about to makealandfall, the shipsthat were
afloat were asked to get asfar as possible
fromland so that they can be saved fromthe
strong winds. One of the shipsthat werein
theseaat thistimewasMT PratibhaCauvery.
It couldn’t get asfar asthey wereinstructed
to ontimeand so the crew wasasked to stay
aboard while the government promised to
send help oncethe coast wasclear. However,
some of the crew membersfeared that the
shipwould sink and sothey tried to savetheir
lives by abandoning the ship using thelife
boats.

Their decision wasfatal becauseall of
them drowned in the fierce sea. Whereas,
thosewho were determined to stay on board
despitetheraging storm, wereairlifted by the
helicopterswhich were sent to rescue them.
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Only afew stayed on board as they had
decidedtofollow theinstructions.

There were hundreds of people who
gathered on the shoreto mourntheir death.
Whilst wefed sorry for their loss, thereisa
lesson weneed to learn from thisincident.
Often, wefind oursalvesinasimilar Stuation.
There might be storms on our journey to
eternal life. During such times, we need to
ask God what we should be doing and
follow Hisinstructions. Never once should
wethink of abandoning the ship (God) and
find ameans of escape. There might bea
deadly storm outsideand nothing might seem
to help, but if your God asks you to stay
cam, there’ snothing better you could doto
saveyourself.

It wasHewho sent out the storm and it
isinHimthat your solution lies. Therefore,
catch hold of Him and don't let go until He
gives you peace. We can see a similar
situation in the bible, too. | hope you are
familiar with this guy who built an ark
according to the blueprint given by God
though therest of theworld wasmaking fun
of him. Yeah, you got it right. I’m talking
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about Noah. Comewith metoseeNoahin
hisark.

How could it have beeninsdeNoah's
ark? Therewereanimalsof all kinds. The
noise would have been unbearable and |
wonder how they managed to stay insdefor
months on end. There was no fresh air to
breathe for many months and the place
wasn't clean. Yet, if there was one place
wherethey could have stayed safe, it was
theark. Getting out of the ship meant death
and it would have wiped out al of human
kind from earth. So, Noah and his family
stayed inside the ship, in spite of the
unbearablesituation.

After many months, they checkedto see
if the flood had drained. Much to their
happiness, they found that therewasno weter
onthefirst day of thefirst month. Genesis
8:13 says, “By thefirst day of thefirst
month of Noah’s six hundred and first
year, the water had dried up from the
earth. Noah then removed thecovering
fromtheark and saw that the surface of
theground wasdry.”

However, they stayed inside because
they hadn’t heard from God yet. Thoughthey
would not havelost their livesif they had
stepped out becausetherewasnoflood, they
didn’t do it because the Lord had not
instructed them yet. The Lord knew that
the water had drained, too but He was
qui€t.
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“By the twenty-seventh day of the
second month theearth wascompletely
dry. Then God said toNoah, ” Comeout
of the ark, you and your wife and
your sons and their wives.” Genesis
8: 14-16.

TheLord spoketothemonly onthe27th
day of the second month. It was almost 2
months sincethey had discovered that the
water wasgone. Noah and hisfamily would
have been so desperate to get out, breathe
freshair, and take along stroll. However,
they could not do so becausethe Lord had
not yet spoken. How desperate they must
have been! They werein theflesh, too, and
they definitdy would havehad thetemptation
to open the door, but they never dared to
doit.

They knew that God who planned their
year-long journey would instruct them to
comeout whenitwastherighttime. Thesame
holdstruefor our livestoo, if God wantsus
todosomething, HE Il indruct us. Thisiswhat
wehaveto do evenif wefind that our ship of
lifeiscaught inastorm—stay insidewitha
strongfaithintheLord. Evenif wefed that
thereis something we could do about it or
seeasolution, wemust consult God and wait
for Hisingtruction, because our safety liesin
him.

Stay withtheLord, comewhat may. He
isfaithful to support you through thick and
thinuntil theend. +
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